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deshi that I shall believe that you are ready to go to jail and to let
your lands be auctioned, that you desire to liberate your country.
Surely, anyone who sets out to free a big country like India must
make correspondingly big sacrifices*
No one should believe that, since I shall be camping here, I
shall save you. On the contrary, there is trouble wherever I go;
the hearts of us all are in turmoil. I have not come to see that
you live in peace, I have come to shake you out of it. There is
no peace except through the sacrifice of peace. But the peace sacri-
ficed is our own. When our hearts are in turmoil, when we have
endured long and painfully in the fire of suffering, only then shall
we get real peace.
Perhaps you believe that it will suffice if you go to jail; but
jail-going by itself will not avail us. The Government will remove
your crops. I am certainly going to advise you to commit legiti-
mate theft. The Government has ten heads and twenty arms.1
When you decline to pay land revenue, the very next day the
Government's mounted troops will be on the scene. We will
not, then, fight with the soldiers. Let them take our crops of
cotton, grain or vegetables and anything else they can carry away
with them. If, however, the Government leaves the crops stand-
ing, we will certainly remove them home. If this is regarded as
theft, then let the Government punish us, even kill us. Mohanlal
Pandya2 stole onions thus on my advice and became famous as
the onion-thief. But that was legitimate theft. The Government
will seize your cattle. Do not abuse the man who may come to
lead them away; instead, hand them over to him yourselves. Only
if you behave thus will you be considered fit for withholding
payment of land revenue. You will have to be ready to bear all
this loss. If the Government can profit by seizing your property,
it will mean that you will have to bear the loss of property worth
ten lakhs rather than pay revenue of two lakhs.
Are you prepared for all this? If you are, I will propose the
resolution. If anyone wants to ask a question or has not
understood something, he should get his doubt resolved.
Q,. We can bear it if our property is attached, but what should we
do if the Government's m^n oatra^e the mozbsty of our wives and daughters?
A, We have lost our faith in ourselves and in mankind. Al-
though I am in such a condition at present that even a fifteen-year-
1 Like Ravana, in the Ramqyana
2 An active worker in Kheda satyagraha; vide Vol. XIV,